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A stakeholders meeting for the KY 163 Alternatives Study in Metcalfe County was held at 2 p.m. CST on Thursday, November 30, 2006, in Edmonton, Kentucky.  The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the project purpose and history, the scope of work, the preliminary data collected, relevant project issues, and public input strategies.  Participants in the meeting came from Monroe County, the Barren River Area Development District (BRADD), the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KYTC) District 3 Office, and the consultant firm, Wilbur Smith Associates (WSA).  Meeting attendees included the following persons:
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A summary of the key components and discussion items for this meeting is provided below, following the agenda outline.  

1. Welcome and Introduction

Jeff Moore began the meeting, welcoming the participants and introducing the project team members in attendance.  He stressed the freshness of the project and the need to obtain local input to clarify existing problems and a community vision for the future.  
2. Purpose

Bruce Siria briefly outlined the purpose of the project: to extend the improvements along KY 163 north to Metcalfe County and allow Edmonton an opportunity to connect with a freight link along KY 90.  Currently, truck turning movements are difficult in Edmonton; the parkway interchange west of the city is an old toll interchange providing the only access.  The project also provides opportunities to improve safety hazards along the corridor and to mitigate congestion issues at the US 68 intersection in downtown Edmonton.  He stressed that this was the first step in the study process and that there were no preconceived ideas or decisions made on what should be done. Public input from the upcoming local officials, stakeholders, and public meetings will be used to guide alternative development.  

3. Project History

Jeff Moore reviewed the status of various other studies and construction projects occurring in Monroe and Metcalfe Counties.  Improvements are occurring along both KY 163 and KY 90 south of Metcalfe County to serve a freight volume using this path to access I-65 while avoiding traffic delays in Nashville, TN.  A planning study along KY 90 identified 16 specific improvement projects, with a bypass around Summer Shade as a high priority.  Portions of KY 163 in Tompkinsville have been reconstructed while the segment north of town in Monroe County is in the right-of-way acquisition phase. A bypass is in the design phase for Tompkinsville as well, with an additional planning study in Monroe County beginning soon to complete a connection along KY 163 from the Tennessee state line to the Nunn Parkway.  Improving KY 163 through Edmonton could provide a more direct connection to the Parkway/Future I-66 which may reroute additional commercial traffic through the city.  
4. Scope of Work

Carl Dixon summarized the scope of work, focusing on key scheduling elements.  There is a public meeting December 14, 2006.  Alternatives will be developed and presented to local officials, stakeholders, and public in May of 2007.  Final report recommendations are anticipated by October 2007.
5. Preliminary Data

Carl Dixon briefly described the data and exhibits distributed to participants, emphasizing that the information is preliminary, but it will provide a starting point for field investigations.  
6. Project Issues

From the Monroe County perspective, having access to the future I-66 is a positive improvement for economic development.
With no further questions, the meeting was adjourned around 3:00 CST.  

